











7 Summary of Results

115 UN Member countries have responded to the 2012-2015 UNGGIM-ISPRS
Survey. It has been shown, that nearly all reporting countries have modernized their
facilities to adopt modern GNSS, digital imaging and GIS technology in their
operations, which are still handicapped by lack of funding and staff shortages.

While in 1986 the world was basically covered by 1:250 000 maps, progress in
technology has now made it possible to state that topographic mapping of the globe at
1:50 000 scale, relevant to sustainable development, has been reached.

There are still gaps in providing updated information in developing countries. These
need to be closed with a goal of no data to be older than 5 years.

New technologies, such as those used by Google and by Yandex could help to reach
this goal in priority areas.

8 Future Activities

ISPRS has created working group I'V-2 to accompany the UNGGIM-ISPRS project.

This working group has successfully provided the needed discussion forum for the
task.

It will be the future goal of this group to assure that the data collection and analysis
will be sustainable by cooperating with UNGGIM and UN-GEO

A near goal will be the expansion of the work to include global land cover mapping as
a task.
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