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This online self-
study guide is a 
starting point. 
 

It is also a model 
for how teams of 
readers can 
present their 
results. 
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slide has a link to 
a full text review 
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to the Amazon 
page for each 
book, and other 
books. 



1938 Highlights: 
 
лм ά¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
made accessible to every individual. It 
need not be concentrated in any one 
ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 
 

02 If informed and engaged, Public 
Opinion could restore common sense 
and popular control of the public world. 
 

03 The communication functions of the 
world brain would include a highly 
effective information retrieval system, 
selective dissemination of information, 
efficient communication facilities, 
effective presentation, popular 
education, public and individual 
awareness for all issues, and facilitate 
social networking between 
organizations, groups, and individuals. 
 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/world-brain/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/world-brain/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/world-brain/


Highlights: 
 
01 Neither languages nor technologies 
are a barrier to humanity rising ς the 
barrier is the lack of a Great Vision that 
integrates the sciences, the humanities, 
religions and philosophy. 
 
02 No amount of top-down planning 
will do. What matters is enabling all 
humans to access all information in all 
languages all the time, so they can 
make informed decisions at ground 
level. 
 
03 Consciousness leads  to extra-
ǎŜƴǎƻǊȅ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ άƳƛƴŘέ 
capable of mobilizing energies, unifying 
programs, and providing the means for 
achieving a prosperous world at peace. 
 
 

1946 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2011/05/review-the-world-sensorium-the-social-embryology-of-world-federation-1946/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2011/05/review-the-world-sensorium-the-social-embryology-of-world-federation-1946/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2011/05/review-the-world-sensorium-the-social-embryology-of-world-federation-1946/


1962 
Highlights: 
 
01 Paradigm shifts are always forced ς 
the status quo powers never, ever, invite 
a paradigm shift. 
 
02 Paradigm shifts are always sudden. 
You cannot plan for the moment, it 
happens. 
 
03 Until the paradigm shift occurs, the 
incumbent mandarisn can comfortably 
explain everything with their existing 
paradigm. 
 
aȅ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΥ άǘƘƛƴƪŜǊǎέ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǊŜ 
inbred, lazy, generally mono-lingual, and 
culturally ignorant. Inspired thinking is 
the exception, not the rule. 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/the-structure-of-scientific-revolutions/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/the-structure-of-scientific-revolutions/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/the-structure-of-scientific-revolutions/


1967 

Full-Text Review with Links 

Highlights: 
 

01 Explores how knowledge shapes (or does 
not shape) policy in both governent and 
industry 
 

02 Information converted into intelligence 
integrates clear, timely, reliable, valid, 
adequate, and wide-ranging. 
 

03 Intelligence failures stem in part from 
hierarchy (which conceals and misinterprets), 
specialization, rivalry, and other institutional 
dysfuntionalities. 
 

04 There remains a great shortage of 
generalists able to select, discriminate, and 
integrate. 
 

05 Information technology elevates the hard 
variables, represses the soft variables 
 

06 Those at the top are out of touch; good 
judgment is rare, decisions are not fully 
informed nor deliberative. 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2009/07/organizational-intelligence-knowledge-and-policy-in-government-and-industry/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2009/07/organizational-intelligence-knowledge-and-policy-in-government-and-industry/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2009/07/organizational-intelligence-knowledge-and-policy-in-government-and-industry/


1968 
Highlights: 
 

01 Education is running on empty, 
teaching old knowledge without teaching 
critical thinking or how to create new 
knowledge 
 

02 Class ς elite versus the masses ς not 
race ς is the dividing line between good 
and bad education 
 

03 Modern education teaches a culture 
of silence and lethargy instead of dignity, 
liberation, and the ability to change 
 

04 Illiterates are not stupid! They just 
cannot read 
 

05 Recognizing reality is liberating for 
both the oppressed and the oppressor 
 

06 Educating the five billion poor must 
begin with listening to them 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2008/01/pedagogy-of-the-oppressed/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2008/01/pedagogy-of-the-oppressed/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2008/01/pedagogy-of-the-oppressed/


Highlights: 
 
01 In the age of information employees 
deal with ideas instead of things. They 
ŀǊŜ άDƻƭŘ /ƻƭƭŀǊέ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ 
 
02 Gold Collar workers require different 
education, training, management, and 
compensation models from factory 
workers. 
 
ло ²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфулΩǎ 
that we needed to change our human 
resource system ς but political and 
economic leaders refused to make 
changes or new investments while 
social leaders refused to confront the 
political and economic leaders. 

1984 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/the-exemplar-the-exemplary-performer-in-the-age-of-productivity/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/the-exemplar-the-exemplary-performer-in-the-age-of-productivity/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/the-exemplar-the-exemplary-performer-in-the-age-of-productivity/


1985 Highlights: 
 

01 Leaders in the past managed physical 
and human resources. Now they must 
manage information as the primary 
resource. 
 

02 Schools must change to teach the 
integration of all formerly distinct 
branches of knowledge, while also 
teaching how to study cause and effect 
 

03  "If there was ever a moment in 
history when a comprehensive strategic 
view was needed, not just by a few 
leaders in high (which is to say visible) 
office but by a large number of 
executives and other generalists in and 
out of government, this is certainly it. 
Meeting that need is what should be 
higher about higher education."  

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/the-knowledge-executive-2/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/the-knowledge-executive-2/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/05/the-knowledge-executive-2/


Highlights: 
 
01 Women are compassionate, focus on 
ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΤ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ άƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜέ 
and focus on justice and facts 
 
02 Women are conscious of community 
and social value; men focus more on the 
individual and value in isolation 
 
03 Adaptation, diversity, valuation of 
relationships are all inherently feminine 
value attributes. 
 
04 Women tend toward balance and 
feelings and holistic interpretations, 
men toward narrow focus on the 
rational. 

1988 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2009/09/review-mapping-the-moral-domain-a-contribution-of-womens-thinking-to-psychological-theory-and-education/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2009/09/review-mapping-the-moral-domain-a-contribution-of-womens-thinking-to-psychological-theory-and-education/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2009/09/review-mapping-the-moral-domain-a-contribution-of-womens-thinking-to-psychological-theory-and-education/


1989 
Highlights: 
 
01The evolution of our brains and our 
ability to sense cataclysmic change that 
takes place over long periods of time is 
simply not going fast. 
 

02 One of the more compelling points the 
authors make is that not only are 
politicians being elected and rewarded on 
the basis of short-term decisions that are 
by many measures intellectually, morally, 
and financially corrupt, but the so-called 
knowledge workers--the scientists, 
engineers, and others who should be 
"blowing the whistle," are so specialized 
that there is a real lack of integrative 
knowledge. 
 

03 We desperately need to develop 
holistic long-term thinking skills. 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2005/04/review-new-world-new-mind-moving-toward-conscious-evolution/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2005/04/review-new-world-new-mind-moving-toward-conscious-evolution/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2005/04/review-new-world-new-mind-moving-toward-conscious-evolution/


Highlights: 
 
01 An entirely new system of wealth 
creation is emerging 
 
02 Our legacy investments in computers 
and communications are now a negative as 
everything changes so quickly 
 
03 Information wars will be common and 
eventually bureaucracies will be eliminated 
 
04 Global Gladiators ς religions, 
corporations, and terrorists ς are the 
winners in the new information context 
 
05 Intelligence (decision-support) matters 
more in the information era; much of it will 
be privatized. 

1991 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/powershift-knowledge-wealth-and-violence-at-the-edge-of-the-21st-century/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/powershift-knowledge-wealth-and-violence-at-the-edge-of-the-21st-century/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/powershift-knowledge-wealth-and-violence-at-the-edge-of-the-21st-century/


Highlights: 
 

01 Information is not a substitute for 
nature. 
 

02 Information explosion is drowning 
our senses and cutting us off from 
fundamental understanding of our 
limitations and the limitations of the 
world around us. 
 

03 Television really did kill history ς 
rehashes last 40 years and ignores 
previous 4000. 
 

04 Worst disasters move slowly and 
television does not see them. 
 

05 We are not really in an information 
age ς more like a multi-media age that 
does not make sense. 

1993 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/the-age-of-missing-information/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/the-age-of-missing-information/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/the-age-of-missing-information/


Highlights: 
 

01 Our administrative structure is wrong 
 

02 We need to raise our sights and 
strive to teach everybody all the time 
 

03 Information technology is a 
challenge and an opportunity 
 

04 Multinational, multiagency research 
is vastly superior to uninational single 
discipline research 
 

лр bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
libraries (and everything in-between) 
 

06 Creating the global encyclopedia and 
world brain should be a priority 
 

07 Life-long learning for all is essential. 
 
 

1993 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2010/01/review-the-emerging-worldwide-electronic-university-information-age-global-higher-education/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2010/01/review-the-emerging-worldwide-electronic-university-information-age-global-higher-education/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2010/01/review-the-emerging-worldwide-electronic-university-information-age-global-higher-education/


Highlights: 
 

01 Education is in crisis ς it imposes pain 
and boundaries instead of joy and 
freedom 
 

02 When boundaries are wrong-headed, 
teaching to transgress is righteous 
 

03 Education is an antidote to racism, 
materialism, and militarism (citing MLK) 
 

04 Standards suppress learning, norms 
neutralize diversity and discovery 
 

05 Teachers who are authoritarian and 
refuse to engage are social mis-fits 
 

06 Students need space for sense-
making and reconciliation of ideas. 

Full-Text Review with Links 

1994 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2008/01/teaching-to-transgress-education-as-the-practice-of-freedom/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2008/01/teaching-to-transgress-education-as-the-practice-of-freedom/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2008/01/teaching-to-transgress-education-as-the-practice-of-freedom/


1995 Highlights: 
 

01 Universities and communities need 
each other and must teach each other 
and learn from each other. 
 

02 Universities must become engines 
for social and economic progress 
across their communities, not simply 
play with knowledge in isolation. 
 

03 Outreach can be and should be 
specialized ς find out who needs what 
knowledge and give it to them. 
 

04 The university does not exist solely 
to serve registered students. Parents, 
social agencies, small businesses, 
corporations, local governments, all 
have specialized needs that the 
university can help to meet. 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/knowledge-without-boundaries-what-americas-research-universities-can-do-for-the-economy-the-workplace-and-the-community/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/knowledge-without-boundaries-what-americas-research-universities-can-do-for-the-economy-the-workplace-and-the-community/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/knowledge-without-boundaries-what-americas-research-universities-can-do-for-the-economy-the-workplace-and-the-community/


Highlights: 
 

01 US scientific & technical intelligence 
(decision-support) is in its infancy. 
 

02 US S&T is US-centric and far from grasping 
what everyone else is doing. 
 

03 US S&T does not understand operational 
security or counterintelligence. 
 

04 US S&T relies too heavily on registered 
patents. 
 

05 US S&T has too few practical success 
stories. 
 

My own comment: The US Government has 
failed the public twice in  this arena. First, 
NSA created back-doors that made it easy for 
others to steal S&T; second, the Open Source 
Intelligence movement is still frozen at birth. 

1997 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/review-keeping-abreast-of-science-and-technology-technical-intelligence-for-business/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/review-keeping-abreast-of-science-and-technology-technical-intelligence-for-business/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/review-keeping-abreast-of-science-and-technology-technical-intelligence-for-business/


1997 
Highlights: 
 

01 Knowing too much too fast can be 
dangerous. 
 

02 There are things that most people 
should not know even if they can. 
 

03 Who decides? Or how does a society 
decide what should be forbidden 
knowledge? 
 

04 Do nations need a national knowledge 
policy or a natoinal information strategy? 
 

05 Overall, the author speaks to the 
convergence of power, knowledge, and 
love to achieve an enlightened intelligence 
network of self-governing moral people 
who can defend themselves against evil 
knowledge and prosper with good 
knowledge. 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/forbidden-knowledge-from-prometheus-to-pornography/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/forbidden-knowledge-from-prometheus-to-pornography/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2000/04/forbidden-knowledge-from-prometheus-to-pornography/


Highlights:  
 

This is a wonderful indictment of the Western 
scientific tradition. The author shows a clear 
connection between existing global problems 
(ethnic violence, water scarcity, pollution, 
poverty, criminalization of society) and the 
earlier Western decisions to adopt scientific 
objectivity (with all of its inherent bias and 
ignorance) as well as the primacy of economic 
institutions such as have given rise to the 
consumerist society, regardless of the external 
diseconomies, the concentrations of ill-gotten 
wealth, and the cost to the earth resource 
commons. The author is especially strong on the 
need to restore spirtuality, consciousness, and 
values to the decision-making and information-
sharing architecture of the worldςonly in this 
way could community be achieved across 
national and ethnic and class lines, and only in 
this way could environmental sustainability and 
justice (economic, social, and cultural) be made 
possible.  

1998 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2001/02/global-mind-change-the-promise-of-the-21st-century/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2001/02/global-mind-change-the-promise-of-the-21st-century/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2001/02/global-mind-change-the-promise-of-the-21st-century/


Highlights: 
 

01 White House is corrupt. 
 

02 CIA is unprofessional and ignorant ς 
CIA analysts cannot trust CIA spies to 
tell them the truth about anything. 
 

03 If the media (itself corrupt) does not 
cover a major story such as Iran-Contra 
and CIA running drugs, then this is not 
άƪƴƻǿƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 
άƭƻǎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 
 

04 National Public Radio, Associated 
Press, and New York Times are 
specifically documented as either killing 
stories, or publishing false and 
misleading information. 
 

05 US Government does run covert 
propaganda programs against its public. 

1999 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2003/11/lost-history-contras-cocaine-the-press-project-truth/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2003/11/lost-history-contras-cocaine-the-press-project-truth/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2003/11/lost-history-contras-cocaine-the-press-project-truth/


1999 Highlights: 
 
01 The existing bureaucratization of the 
economy at every level is costing so much 
as to place all organizations at risk. 
 
02 The sooner every individual begins the 
process of inventorying their personal 
capabilities and creating the networks for 
offering their personal services and 
knowledge via the Internet to all comers, 
the sooner they will be able to share in 
the profits associated with their direct 
individual contributions to the new 
economy. 
 
03 Get rich together ς as a network ς or 
get left behind. 

Full-Text Review with Links 

http://www.phibetaiota.net/2001/02/infinite-wealth-a-new-world-of-collaboration-and-abundance-in-the-knowledge-era/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2001/02/infinite-wealth-a-new-world-of-collaboration-and-abundance-in-the-knowledge-era/
http://www.phibetaiota.net/2001/02/infinite-wealth-a-new-world-of-collaboration-and-abundance-in-the-knowledge-era/


Highlights: 
 
01 Author set out to answer the question 
ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
humanities? 
 
лн /ƻƴǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ 
of knowledge across boundaries, and the 
greatest enterprise of the mind. 
 
03 Biology, ethics, social science, and 
environmental policy must all come 
together to properly resolve a global 
environmental issue, but actually do not-
the learned individuals are fragmented. 
 
04 The public, not only the policymakers, 
must have access to the unified 
knowledge. 

1999 

Full-Text Review with Links 


